Name: RUSH, WEST

	Nearest Town: RUSH CITY
Primary County: Chisago
	Survey Date: 08/19/2002
Inventory Number: 13-0069-02


Public Access Information

	Ownership
	Type
	Description

	Minnesota DNR
	Concrete
	State-owned access on the NE end of East Rush Lake in section 11. Two cement plank ramps and parking for 30 vehicles with trailers.

	Minnesota DNR
	Concrete
	Public access on West Rush Lake, access to East Rush through channel.

	Minnesota DNR
	Concrete
	West-central side of lake off CR 4. Two cement plank ramps, parking for 30-40 vehicles with trailers.

	Minnesota DNR
	Concrete
	Public access on East Rush, access to West Rush through channel.


Lake Characteristics

	Lake Area (acres): 1,464.00
Littoral Area (acres): 862.00
Maximum Depth (ft): 42.00
Water Clarity (ft): 3.10 
	Dominant Bottom Substrate: N/A
Abundance of Aquatic Plants: N/A
Maximum Depth of Plant Growth (ft): N/A 


	Did you know? Each year, the MinnAqua program teaches beginning anglers, primarily inner city youth, about fishing and aquatic biology. 


Fish Sampled up to the 2002 Survey Year

	 
	Number of fish per net
	 

	Species
	Gear Used
	Caught
	Normal Range
	Average Fish Weight (lbs)
	Normal Range (lbs)

	Bigmouth Buffalo
	Trap net 
	trace
	0.2 - 0.5
	11.90
	2.3 - 11.5

	Black Bullhead
	Gill net 
	0.2
	0.6 - 9.5
	0.84
	0.5 - 0.8

	 
	Trap net 
	0.5
	0.3 - 2.8
	1.17
	0.4 - 0.8

	Black Crappie
	Gill net 
	25.7
	0.5 - 2.7
	0.16
	0.2 - 0.4

	 
	Trap net 
	2.5
	0.7 - 3.2
	0.22
	0.2 - 0.5

	Bluegill
	Gill net 
	1.6
	N/A - N/A
	0.22
	N/A - N/A

	 
	Trap net 
	11.5
	5.6 - 42.3
	0.24
	0.1 - 0.3

	Common Carp
	Trap net 
	0.2
	0.2 - 1.1
	12.37
	3.0 - 7.8

	Freshwater Drum
	Gill net 
	1.7
	0.8 - 10.5
	2.99
	0.2 - 0.7

	 
	Trap net 
	0.4
	0.5 - 2.4
	4.54
	0.4 - 1.1

	Golden Shiner
	Gill net 
	1.3
	0.2 - 5.1
	0.12
	0.1 - 0.2

	 
	Trap net 
	0.2
	0.1 - 0.7
	0.09
	0.1 - 0.1

	Green Sunfish
	Trap net 
	trace
	0.2 - 0.9
	0.03
	0.1 - 0.2

	Muskellunge
	Trap net 
	trace
	0.1 - 0.4
	ND 
	1.8 - 5.7

	Northern Pike
	Gill net 
	2.0
	3.1 - 8.5
	4.21
	1.5 - 2.7

	 
	Trap net 
	0.8
	N/A - N/A
	3.81
	N/A - N/A

	Pumpkinseed Sunfish
	Gill net 
	0.2
	N/A - N/A
	0.09
	N/A - N/A

	 
	Trap net 
	1.1
	1.7 - 8.2
	0.12
	0.1 - 0.2

	Snapping Turtle
	Trap net 
	0.2
	N/A - N/A
	ND 
	N/A - N/A

	Walleye
	Gill net 
	2.8
	1.3 - 5.5
	2.46
	1.2 - 2.4

	 
	Trap net 
	0.2
	0.2 - 0.7
	4.91
	0.9 - 2.9

	Yellow Bullhead
	Gill net 
	0.2
	0.9 - 10.0
	0.42
	0.5 - 0.7

	 
	Trap net 
	trace
	1.5 - 7.7
	0.95
	0.5 - 0.8

	Yellow Perch
	Gill net 
	31.4
	2.5 - 24.2
	0.20
	0.1 - 0.2

	 
	Trap net 
	2.6
	0.5 - 2.7
	0.20
	0.1 - 0.2

	Normal Ranges represent typical catches for lakes with similar physical and chemical characteristics.


Length of Selected Species Sampled for All Gear for the 2002 Survey Year

	 
	Number of fish caught in each category (inches)

	Species
	0-5
	6-8
	9-11
	12-14
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	>29
	Total

	Black Bullhead
	0
	0
	1
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8

	Black Crappie
	119
	106
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	234

	Bluegill
	47
	52
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	99

	Green Sunfish
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Muskellunge
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Northern Pike
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	7
	15
	6
	33

	Pumpkinseed Sunfish
	14
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	15

	Walleye
	0
	1
	0
	6
	14
	12
	3
	0
	36

	Yellow Bullhead
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Yellow Perch
	53
	206
	22
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	281


	For the record, the largest American Eel taken in Minnesota weighed 6 lbs., 9 oz. and was caught by: 

Who: Matthew R. Brown, Tucson, AZ
Where: St. Croix River near Stillwater
When: 8/8/97.
Statistics: 36" length, 14" girth


Fish Stocked by Species for the Last Five Years

	Year
	Species
	Age
	Number

	2000
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	446

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	184

	
	Walleye
	Adult
	454

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	3,762

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	159

	2001
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	328

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	3,756

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	2002
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	1,725

	2003
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	620

	
	Walleye
	Adult
	9

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	3,642

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	1,426

	
	Walleye
	Adult
	56

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	5,649

	2004
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	130

	
	Walleye
	Fry
	1,500,000

	
	Walleye
	Yearling
	23

	
	Walleye
	Fingerling
	53,670

	2005
	Muskellunge
	Fingerling
	446


Fish Consumption Advisory

No fish consumption information is available for this lake. For more information, see the "Fish Consumption Advice" pages at the Minnesota Department of Health. 

Status of the Fishery (as of 08/19/2002)

West Rush is a 1,464 acre lake managed for walleyes, northern pike, and muskellunge. West Rush is assigned to lake class 25. Lakes in class 25 are typically deep, fertile lakes. Muskie and walleye populations are maintained through stocking, although walleye natural reproduction is common. Biannual fall fingerling stocking is conducted for both species but in alternate years. Additionally, walleye fry will be stocked annually through the spring of 2005. The long range population goals for walleyes and northerns, as indexed by test netting, are 5 and 2 per gillnet lift respectively with a 4 pound mean weight for northerns. Muskellunge are indexed in seperate spring trapnetting assessments. In order to assess population goals and current stocking protocal, West Rush Lake was surveyed in August of 2002. 

The northern pike gillnet catch was 2.0 per lift with an average weight of 4.2 pounds. The 2002 catch was very similar to the management goal and nearly identical to the 1997 catch in both numbers and size. Sampled northerns ranged from 16.9 to 33.7 inches with a mean length of 26.4 inches. The pike population was mature with seventy four percent of the sample between 6 and 8 years old. 

Walleye were sampled at rate of 2.8 per gillnet which is near the 50th percentile when compared to other lakes in class 25. Although the walleye catch didn't meet the management goal, they were quality sized averaging 2.5 pounds and 18.6 inches. The 1997 catch consisted of larger fish but the catch rate was only 2 per net. The walleye catch rate has not exceeded 4.0 since the 1957 netting. The 1997 year class was dominant although it was not a stocking year. Night electrofishing in September sampled walleye hatched in 2002. These fish could have been attributed to either fry stocking or natural reproduction. 

Yellow perch are a primary forage for both northerns and walleyes. Their abundance in West Rush has historically been high. The 2002 sample was no exception, with a catch rate of 31.4 per gillnet. Perch abundance was higher than in most class 25 lakes. The mean size was also above normal for the lake class averaging 7.5 inches. A nearly even distribution of perch between the 5 and 9.5 inch groups should provide both angling opportunity and a forage base for various sized gamefish. Most sampled perch were between 2 and 4 years old. 

Black crappie numbers were high based on the gillnet catch (25.7/net) but the trapnet catch (2.5/net) was normal. Mean crappie size was low for the lake class in both gear types. However, 20 % of the combined catch was greater than 8 inches, an acceptable size to some anglers. Two thirds of the crappie sample were yearlings from the the 2001 year class. While these young fish exhibited good growth, their high abundance attributed to the small average size of sampled crappies. 

Bluegill were normal in both numbers (11.5/trapnet) and average size (1/4 pound) relative to the lake class. In the 1997 netting bluegill were less abundant and smaller. Sampled bluegill ranged from 3.2 to 9.0 inches with 38% of the catch greater than 7 inches. Strong 1998 and 1999 year classes were evident. 

Largemouth bass abundance was first indexed in 1997 using night electrofishing. Bass abundance was moderate with a catch rate of 33.5 per hour of sampling, an increase from 18.1 per hour in 1997. Bass size was respectable with averages of 12.3 inches and a pound and a half. A quality fishery was present with individuals approaching 20 inches. Bass ages were evenly distributed between 3 and 6 years. 

Shoreline seining sampled young of the year black crappie, bluegill, largemouth bass, and yellow perch. Other species sampled during the survey included bigmouth buffalo, common carp, emerald shiner, freshwater drum, golden shiner, green sunfish, muskellunge, Johnny darter, pumpkinseed sunfish, and yellow bullhead. 

